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PREFACE

THIS COLLECTION presents all the Hebrew biblical manuscripts recovered during the
years 1947-1956 from the eleven caves in the vicinity of Khirbet Qumran. It provides
the reader with the oldest and most authentic witnesses to the texts of the Scriptures as
they circulated in Jerusalem and surrounding regions toward the end of the Second
Temple period. These manuscripts antedate by a millennium previously available
Hebrew manuscripts and illustrate the character of the Scriptures to which nascent
Christianity and Rabbinic Judaism were heir.

The transcription of each of the identifiable fragments, together with the textual
variants it contains, is presented in consecutive biblical order. As in the Discoveries in
the Judaean Desert (D]JD) series, ‘biblical’ is understood in the sense of the traditional
Masoretic canon of the Hebrew Bible. That 1s, only Qumran Hebrew manuscripts of the
twenty-four books of the Masoretic Text (MT) are included, whether written in the
Palaeo-Hebrew or the Jewish (‘square’) script. Not included are manuscripts found at
other sites near the Dead Sea; 4Q(‘Reworked’)Pentateuch or other books which may have
been considered Scripture such as Jubilees, I Enoch, or Sirach; recently identified small
fragments which do not add in a major way to our knowledge; quotations in nonbiblical
scrolls; or translations of biblical books into Greek or Aramaic, for example, the
Septuagint manuscript of Leviticus (4QLXXLev4) or the Targum of Job (11QtgJob).

The purpose of this collection is to provide a handy compendium of all the biblical
Qumran scrolls. Considered essential were the texts with their significant variants; much
other valuable information could not be included. The transcriptions and variants are
for the most part identical to those in the editiones principes published in DJD
volume 1 (Cave 1); volume 3 (Caves 2-3, 5-10); volume 4 (11QPs?); volumes 9, 12,
14, 15, 16, and 17 (Cave 4); volume 23 (Cave 11); and volume 32 (Cave 1 Isaiah).
Several other scrolls which had been published separately, such as 11QpaleoLev3, are
also presented in a format similar to that of DJD. Some revisions, however, have been
introduced. Transcriptions have occasionally been revised to make necessary corrections
or to provide useful context. The variants have often been either augmented to
standardize for this collection or revised to simplify or to delete lengthy explanations too
technical for a handy collection.

For those who seek more information or more precision, the more deta11ed DJD
volumes may supply what is required. The editiones principes offer detailed intro-
ductions to each manuscript, explanatory notes from examination of the manuscripts in
the museum on readings which involve difficulty, and nuanced analysis of certain
variants or reconstructions. As important as this information is, inclusion here would
vitiate the purpose of the volume as a manageable compendium.

This volume provides the reader with a transcription of the remains of the ancient
biblical texts that survived the two intervening millennia, and an indication of how they

compare with each other and with the traditional biblical manuscripts transmitted to us
through the Middle Ages.

EUGENE ULRICH University of Notre Dame
Chief Editor, Qumran Biblical Scrolls November 2008
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ABBREVIATIONS AND SIGLA

THE ABBREVIATIONS and sigla used in this volume are similar to those used in Discoveries in the Judaean Desert, in
Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, and in the Gottingen and Brooke-McLean editions of the Septuagint, with
adaptations considered useful or necessary. Abbreviations of journals and other sources and reference works are in
accord with The SBL Handbook of Style, ed. P. H. Alexander et al. Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 1999.
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certain letter, probable letter, possible letter, respectively

a letter which has ink traces remaining but cannot be confidently identified

erasure dots placed by the scribe to indicate letters to be ignored

missing letters; space between fragments or where the surface of the manuscript is missing

in the text, indicates letters or words erased; in a reconstruction, indicates letters or
words which the editor thinks should not be included

interval for paragraph-division, indicating that the writing space was intentionally
left blank

the text is not extant at this point

setuma, a closed section in M or BHS; used to denote a new section of text beginning on
the same line as the end of the previous section

petuha, an open section in M or BH.S; used to denote a new section of text beginning on
the line below the end of the previous section

erasure or damage on the manuscript

additional word(s)

word(s) lacking

division between lines in a manuscript

indication that one Psalm is directly joined to another on the same fragment
is not, does not equal

original or reconstructed form

corrected reading

second, third hand

loss of text through parablepsis, homoiarkton, or homoioteleuton

first, second occurrence of a form

(word or letters written) supralinearly above line 2, or below line 1
indication in the margin of the transcription that frg. 4 begins on line 18
the second column of the manuscript, lines 4-5

fragment 10, column 2 (where frg. 10 preserves two columns), lines 4-5

at the beginning, or end, of v 23

first part, second part of verse 2 in chapter 10

additional part of a verse, usually in the Samaritan text, as numbered by von Gall

the number in brackets is usually the Greek verse number
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the consonantal Masoretic Text (as in Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia)
The Aleppo Codex
Codex Leningradensis; vocalized form

the edition of the Masoretic Text (as in BHS)

Masoretic manuscript(s)

geré for the Masoretic Text, as opposed to the consonantal text of ML (= ketib)

the Samaritan Pentateuch, ed. von Gall
the Samaritan Pentateuch, ed. Sadaqa
reading of manuscript(s) attested in the critical apparatus of an edition

fragments from the Cairo Geniza (cited from BHS)

the Old Greek (as in the Gottingen edition, where possible, or in Brooke-MclLean)

the (reconstructed) original reading of the Old Greek

the reading in the Gottingen edition in contrast to an alternate reading considered to

be the original Old Greek reading
Codex Alexandrinus, all Greek manuscripts
a marginal reading in Codex Vaticanus
Codex Alexandrinus and other manuscripts

Codex Vaticanus and manuscript 93

a few (pauct), many (multi), or very many (plurim:) manuscripts
the hexaplaric recension of Origen

the Lucianic text

the catena group

witness to the Old Latin version

the Peshitta, ed. the Peshitta Institute, Leiden

the Targum, ed. A. Sperber

Targum Ongelos

Targum Neofiti

Targum Pseudo-Jonathan

the Palestinian Targum

Fragmentary Targum

the Vulgate, ed. Monachi Sancti Benedicti

attestations to Aquila, Symmachus, Theodotion, the Seventy, all (TdvTec)

the Hebrew text of Origen (in Greek transliteration)
the Arabic version

the Armenian version

the Bohairic Coptic version

the Coptic version (= Bo + Sa)

the Ethiopic version

Jerome’s translation ‘Psalmi Iuxta Hebraicum’
the Sahidic Coptic version

the Syrohexapla

Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensis



ABBREVIATIONS AND SIGLA

add addition

aliter differently: the text has a quite different reading
ante before

ap the critical apparatus of an edition
bis occurs twice

dbl doublet

diff div different division of text

ditt dittography

err error

euph euphemism

gls gloss

hab the witness has the reading

hapl haplography

homoi homoiarkton or homoioteleuton
insrt insertion

litt littera(e), letter(s)

mend mendaciter, falsely

metath metathesis, inversion of letters

om totum comma the entire verse is omitted

orth? or var? a form that may show only an orthographic difference or that may be a variant
passim occasionally throughout

pr praemittit, -unt, placed before

ras erasure

rell reliqui, the rest of the manuscripts

sec secundum, according to

sfx suffix

tr transpone, -ndum, -it, -unt, the letters or words are (to be) transposed
tt translation technique

v(v) verse(s)

VAR. the variant(s) listed

vid ut videtur, as it appears from the evidence available

vs. versus

E, e end of line left blank: major, minor interval

[E], (11, [W] reconstructed interval based on evidence

I i indentation of line: major, minor interval

L line left fully blank: major interval

P, X paragraphos; scribal mark in margin

V,v interval of unknown length: major, minor

W, w interval within the line: major, minor
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